Ecumenical News 


To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are in heaven.— Hebrews 12:23 


WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 


hy lon» oD ones 


The first of the “larger question” set for consideration in that World- 
Conference on Faith and Order, is “The Church: its Nature and Functions.” 

It has been officially stated that this conference “aims to encompass 
representatives of practically every nation and race and people and lan- 
guage in the world.” 

This been so in their purpose, and The Church being the first of all the 
questions to receive the attention of the conference, it follows that this 
question of “The Church: its Nature and Functions,” is to be made of first 
importance in and to every nation and race and people and language in the 
world. 

That being so, it now is of no less importance that every person should 
know for hemself— 

1. What in truth is the Church? 

And then, in the light of this truth, to know— 

2. What in the idea and purpose of this conference is the Church? 

In the purpose of that conference, this is to be the greatest question in 
the world. 

And, not in the way that they of the conference mean it, but in real 
spirit and truth it is the greatest question in the world: 

And not only is it the greatest question in the world, but the greatest in 
all the wide universe of God. 


Only The Bible Can Tell. 


What, then, in truth, is The Church? 

Only the Bible can tell. For it is in the Bible only that there is found the 
Idea of The Church, whether original or ultimate, and the truth of all con- 
cerning it. 
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And the Bible does tell: plainly and fully. 

In truth The Church Is the original and fundamental thing that is con- 
sidered in the Bible. 

The idea of the Church transcends that of creation itself, and antedates 
the fact of creation. 

The Bible, therefore, is the only source of Information or of knowledge 
on the subject of the Church. 


The Fulness of Him. 


What does the Bible say that The Church is?—This: 

“The Church . . is. . the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." — Ephesians 
1:22, 23. 

Note that this word does not say that the Church is the fulness of all in 
all. 

But it says that The Church is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 

Who is He who filleth all in all?—Only Gad, to be sure: God in Christ 
by the Holy Spirit. 

What is the extent of this fulness?—Here it is: 

“Do not! fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord?”"—Jeremiah 23:23 

“Whither shall | go from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy 

? 

“If | ascend into heaven, Thou art there: if 1 make my bed in hell, 
behold Thou art there. 

“If I take the wings of the moming, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold 
me. 

“If | say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be 
light about me.”—Psalm. 139:7-11. 

He fills heaven and earth, 

The Church ts the fulness of 111M. 

Therefore The Church — The Church of the Bible, The Church of God, 
the true Church—fills heaven and earth. 

That conclusion and truth is simply inescapable. 


The Reconciled. 


“He is the Head of the body—The Church: . . . For it plense the Father 
that in Him should all fulness dwell. 


“And having made peace through the blood of Hla crows, by Him to 
reconcile all things unto Himself: 
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“By Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” — 
Colosians 1:18-20. 

The idea of The Church of the Bible and of God embraces heaven and 
earth; and that Church in truth fills heaven and earth. 

Whosoever in the earth is reconciled to God by the blood of the cross, 
is a member of The Church; and whosoever in heaven is reconcile to the 
same God by the same blood of the same cross, is a member of the same 
Church. 

One sublime arm of the Cross of Christ embraces heaven, the other 
embraces the earth; and thus by the Cross of Calvary, both heaven and 
earth are embraced in the one Heart of Love and are reconciled to God. 

And this reconciled universe is The Church which “is the fulness of 
Him.” 


The Unified. 


“Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His 
good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself— 


“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times He might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, which are in heaven, and which are in 
earth: even in Him."—Ephesians 1:9, 10. 

Another translation is that God is “bringing the universe together under 
one Head:” “the whole universe of created being.” 

This scripture tells, then, that in Christ, God is unifying with Himself the 
universe of intelligences all things that are in heaven and that are in earth. 

And that unified universe is The Church. 

In all the wide universe, whosoever is unified with God in Christ by the 
Holy Spirit, and whether he be seraph, cherub, angel, or man, he is a 
member of The Church; and no other is. 

And that is The Church: and nothing else is. 


The Household. 


Ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world. 

But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ. 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 


citizens with the saints, and of the Household of God: 
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In Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
Temple in the Lord. 

In Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit Ephesians 2:12, 13, 19-22. 

And that “holy Temple,” that “Habitation,” that “Household of God,” 
is The Church. 


Written In Heaven. 


“Ye are not come unto the Mount that might be touched, and that 
burmed with fire, nor unto blackness and darkness and tempest."—Sinai. 

“But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and unto an innumerable company of an- 
gels: 

“To the general assembly and Church of the Firstbom which are written 
in heaven.”"—Hebrews. 12:18, 22, 23. 

This scripture tells several things of the Church. 

a. It is The “Church of the Firstborn,” which is Christ. 

b. The people, the members, of this Church “are written in heaven.” 

c, It is The General Church.” 

d. Itis The General Assembly and Church.” 

Another translation of the word that here is translated “general” is, 
“universal.” “Ye are come to the universal Church: to the universal assembly 
and Church. 

Yet another translation of the same word is, “catholic:” ye are come to 
the catholic Church: to the catholic assembly and Church. 

There, and there only, is the original and true catholic Church: for 
catholic, universal, and general, all mean the same thing. 

And this Church of the universe, of the fulness of Him who fills heaven 
and earth, is the only possible conception that the word catholic will fit. 

For the word “catholic” means “comprehending all,” “universal in reach;” 
literally “entirely the whole.” 

This scripture In | lebrews, then, tells of “the Assembly and Church of 
the Universe:” which Is the very thought and expression of The Church as 
spoken of In the Ephesians and Colossians. 


The Whole Family. 


In the preaching of the Gospel of the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
And through The Church revealed in this Gospel, 
There is being made known “unto the principalities and powers in heav- 
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enly places” as well as unto “all men” “the manifold wisdom of God, ac- 
cording to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

And “For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole Family in heaven and earth is named.”"—Ephesians 
3:8-15. 

All in heaven and in earth who are partakers of God's promise and 
purpose in Christ compose just one family—“the whole Family in heaven 
and earth.” 

And this Family is The Church which is the fulness of Him who fills 
heaven and earth, and from whom the whole Family in heaven and earth is 
named. 

Not all of this wondrous Family are at home; but all are members of the 
Family. 

“An innumerable company” and “a multitude” besides, are there. 

Many are in the graves. 

Some are in the depths of the sea. 

Others are “strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 

Yet, though thus scattered, all are of the one divine and heavenly Fam- 
ily. 

And the Day is appointed, and all will soon be arranged, for the Home- 
Coming: the grand reunion. 

The great word will go out with a mighty shout of “the voice of the 
Archangel” and the great sound of “the trump of God;” and all will hear it 
wherever they may be, and they will come—from the East and from the 
West and from the North and from the South. 

And “the whole Family” will be at home: “a great multitude which no 
man could number,” at home forevermore. Rev. 7:9. 

“And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying: 

“Alleluiah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honor to Him; for the mariage of the Lamb is come, and 
His wife hath made herself ready.” 

And | heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying: “Salva- 
tion, and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God.” 

“And a Voice came out of the throne, saying: Praise our God, all ye His 
servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great.” 

“And | beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the 
throne and the cherubim and the elders; and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a 
loud voice:” 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 
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“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 


“Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” —Revelation 19:1-7; 
§:11-13. 

Then will be fulfilled the long awaited hope of the Lord Jesus, “In the 
midst of The Church will | sing praise onto Thee.” 

The whole Family is at home; The Church is herself; and the universe is 
singing. 

That is The Church—“The Church of the living God"—and nothing 
else is. 


The Infinite. 


And in every place and in every sense that it is spoken of, it is infinite. 

The thoughts that seek expression and contemplate only that which is 
infinite. 

Please look again at these expressions, each in itself: 

The Church is the fulness of Him: and He is infinite. 

The Church is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all; and this “all in 
all” is nothing less than infinity. 

The Church is the Assembly of the universe: and that is infinite. 

The Church is the reconciling and the gathering together in one, of “all 
things, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven:” and that is 
infinite. 

The Church is the revelation of “the manifold wisdom of God:” literally 
“the variegated, as the rainbow, wisdom of God:” and that is infinite. 

The Church is the manifestation—the working out—of “the eternal 
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:” and that is infinite. 

That only is The Church of the Bible and of God. 

Throughout the New Testament and without exception, that is the only 
thing that is considered or spoken of as The Church. 

There is “the church in thy house,” “the church that is in their house,” 
“the church of Thessalonians,” “the church that was at Antioch,” “the 
church of Ephesus,” “the church in Thyatira,” “the church in the wilder- 
Then these all are spoken of collectively as “the churches:” never as 
The Church: as “the churches of Galatia,” “the churches of God,” “all 
churches of the saints,” or simply “the churches.” 

But the term “The Church,” collectively or as a general term, is used 
only of this Church of the universe, this Church of the Infinite. There is not 
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an exception. This Church alone is The Church of the Scriptures, the true 
Church, The Church of the living God: the pillar and ground of the truth. 

All that is intended just now is to make as plain as possible by the Bible, 
the one thing of what The Church is. 

“Its Nature and Functions” will be studied in the same way at other 
times. 
The transcendent thing in many ways is to know what The Church is. 

Without this, nothing else in connection with it or relating to it can be 
truly or correctly known. 

To know a right item connected with a wrong thing, is to miss the truth 
even of that item. 

Please study carefully the scriptures here cited, as they stand in there 
own words and connections in the Bible: and thus see and know for yourself 
what is The Church. 

And by that be able also to know what is not The Church. 


What Is Not The Church 


It has been made plain that the word “catholic” signifies “comprehend- 
ing all,” “universal in reach,” “entirely the whole.” 

It is easy to see how aptly this word fits the Scripture idea and thought 
of The Church: The Church that is truly universal in reach because in every 
sense it is infinite. 

In the time of the New Testament, and with clear understanding, this 
good word “catholic” was used by the Christians as correctly designating 
The Church that is entirely the whole, as distinct from a local congregation 
such as the church at Antioch, in Rome, and so on. 

At that time the word could not be used as relating to any other; be- 
cause then The Church that comprehends all in the universe who are of 
God, and that thus is truly universal in reach, is the only thing that was 
known or thought of as The Church. 

This is the only one that then could be thought of, for the simple reason 
that the conception of this Church was exclusively Christian. 

And it was exclusively Christian, simply for the reason that it was essen- 
tially of the revelation of that “Mystery of God” that was absolutely new in 
the world, and that could be known only by the truly spiritual Christian. 


The Falling Away. 


But even then “the Mystery of Iniquity” was already at work; and there 
came “a falling away” from the truth of the Gospel, from spirituality, and 

A mere outward profession, 

And the taking of the Christian name, 

And having his own name written by a man with pen and ink on paper 
in a book on earth, 

And an outward compliance with mere forms— 

This was assumed to be Christianity. 

There became “a host” of these; and men of this sort became leaders 
and bishops. 

Ecclesiastical methods and machinery took the place of the Holy Spirit 
and His divine organization. 


The Ecclesiastical Machine. 


By the hierarchy there was set up above the churches and usurping and 
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exercising “dominion” and “authority” over the churches, an ecclesiastical 
confederation and government derived from the old heathen Greek repub- 
lics and Amphictyonic Councils, 

Then from its heavenly place and divine connection there was dragged 
down and applied to this ecclesiastical heathen machine, the blessed term 
The Church! 

In the very words of one of the first grand representatives of the system, 
it was thus stated: 

“The church is founded upon the bishops, and every act of the church 
is controlled by these same rulers."— “St.” Cyprian. 

It was founded upon these. It was built by them. It existed from them. 
So that if the hierarchy had ceased to be, there would have ceased to be 
any church. 

When in the Scriptures it is plainly stated of Christ that God “gave Him 
to be Head over all things to The Church which is His body,” it is easy to see 
by the above episcopal words how directly antagonistic was this new thing 
that was set up as the church. 


Episcopal “Unity.” 


Since this false system was “founded upon the bishops” and lived only 
from them, it was natural enough that the “unity” of the bishopric should 
be asserted “by these same rulers” as the unity of the church. 

Accordingly the episcopal word was— 

“Whence you ought to know that the bishop is in the church, and the 
church in the bishop; and if any may be not with the bishop, he is not in the 
church.” —Id. 

And by casting out all who were not with the bishop, the hierarchy 
easily made it certain that such should indeed be “not of the church.” 

Thus by the despotism of the hierarchy, there was caused what they 
designated “heresies” and “schisms.” This too is stated in their own official 
words, thus: 

“Neither have heresies arisen, nor schisms originated, from any other 
source than this—that God's priest is not obeyed: . . . whom if according 
to divine teaching the whole fraternity should obey, no one would stir up 
anything against the college of priests: no one would rend the church by a 
division of the unity of Christ.”—Id. 

And that merely humanisticalish thing, that iniquitous and anti-Chris- 
tian thing, was passed off upon the people and before the world, as “The 
Church which is His body.” 
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Fraud and Imposture. 


When the term “The Church” had been thus perverted and prostituted 
by the heathen-minded hierarchy, it was easy enough and natural enough 
that by the same ones the good and true word “catholic” should likewise be 
stolen and perverted to the same blind heathen use. 

So that good and true word that means “entirely the whole,” “universal 
in reach,” and “comprehending all,” was stolen from its high and only legiti- 
mate place and use in any church-connection, and was perversely applied 
to this evil and anti-Christian thing. 

The word that signifies “entirely the whole” of the people of God in the 
wide universe, and thus truly “universal in reach” and “comprehending all,” 

Was blindly applied to a thing that was but a mere arrogant sect in a 
small section of only a small part of the earth: 

Was applied to a thing that could not by any possibility be what the 
word signified: 

And thus, as applied, the word was caused to be absolutely a contradic- 
tion of itself. 

And that is how arose the so-called Catholic church: that is, by a fraud 
and an imposture stealing and assuming as a title an utter misnomer and 
contradiction. 

For bear in mind that The Church in truth fills heaven and earth, and is 
truly universal in reach because it is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 


The Ludicrous. 


Yet here in the Roman Empire was a humanly constructed thing that 
would not fill an average province of that empire, but that had both the 
blindness and the arrogance to set itself forth as The Church! 

Doesn't it take a good deal of spiritual blindness, pride, self-exaltation 
and brazenness, to hold forth such a 1 x 2 thing as that as being that which 
fills heaven and earth and is universal in reach? 

Yet that thing did it. 

And it still went on in the same spiritually blind and brazen way. 

Professing to be the Bride of Christ, she entered into illicit intercourse 
and adulterous connection with the Roman State and with all the kingdoms 
of the earth in succession. 

Professing to be the Kingdom of Christ, and so “not of this world,” 
“nothing of that kind,” she became a kingdom of this world, with temporali- 
ties, territory, government, diplomacy, army, “like all the nations” yet “di- 
verse from all kingdoms.” 
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Professing to be the incarnation of the meek and lowly Jesus who “emp- 
tied Himself” even to the death of the cross, she demonstrated the extreme ° 
of self-assertion and arrogance by opposing and exalting herself above all 
that is called God or that is worshipped: seating herself in the very temple of 
God and passing herself off for God. 

Professing to be the servant of the servants of God, she became the 
ruler of the kings and emperors of the earth: and drunken with the absolut- 
ism and irresponsibility of power, as well as with the blood of the saints and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.—Revelation 17:3-6; 13:6, 7. 


The Ridiculous. 


From being ludicrous as a 1 x 2 thing “entirely the whole” and “universal 
in reach” she proceeded to the ridiculous by a division of the 1 x2 and each 
division, of a half more or less of a 1 x 2, brazenly insisting that it is the true 
and only thing that is “entirely the whole” and “universal in reach!” one 
division being Greek Catholic, the other being Roman Catholic. 


The Absurd. 


In 1534 in England the ridiculous was reduced to the absurd by another 
section being wrenched off so that there was a third or less of the original 1 
x 2 standing out and even to this day strenuously insisting that it is the true 
and only thing that is “entirely the whole” of the fulness of God, and “uni- 
versal in reach.” 


The Preposterous. 


And upon all this, the absurd has been carried to the limit of the pre- 
posterous by the fact of there having arisen, one after another, a long train 
of sects to a number almost equalling that of the days of the year, 

Each one claiming that it is the true thing that is the fulness of heaven 
and earth, “entirely the whole of the fullness of God,” and “universal in 
reach,” 

When in plainest truth— 

Not one of them would fill a single country of the earth, 

Most of them would not fill a single average State of the United States, 

And many of them would not fill a single small country! 
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Among the oldest of these—Roman, Greek, and others—there is a 
grand rivalry for the dismal distinction of being the oldest and original one 
of these ludicrous and ridiculous things. 

And among all the others, with these, there is the same sort and spirit of 
rivalry: each one ambitious that it shall stand as conspicuously the one that 
is entitled to the preeminence among all these ludicrous, ridiculous, absurd, 
and preposterous things. 

But in the usual course of affairs in this world it would not be held as 
very greatly to the credit of a person, that he should have particular ambi- 
tion to be distinguished as the original or oldest or truest impostor in a town, 
or the chiefest sinner in a community. 

And with the career of the really original and oldest and truest one 
standing an open book before all, it would seem to take more than the 
measure of the spiritual blindness and pride and self-exaltation and brazen- 
ness of the original and oldest one, to prompt the others, and especially the 
youngest, to rivalry for such a dismal and grotesque distinction. 

And now here is the proposed World-Conference on Faith and Order, 
starting out with fifteen of these younger ones, and with the purpose to 
gather in all the others, and even to join with the really original and oldest 
one, 

Again to go over the same old slimy ground, 

And to repeat the same old story of transcendent imposture! 

Isn't it time that somebody should be finding out what is The Church in 
truth? 

Will you be one? 


“Authority of The Church” 


The great historian of The Reformation, writing of the Protest from 
which came the good word Protestant, says: 

“This Protest opposes two abuses of man in matters of faith. 

“The first is the intrusion of the civil magistrate; 

“And the second, the arbitrary authority of the church. 

“Instead of these abuses, Protestantism sets the power of conscience 
above the magistrate; 

“And the authority of the Word of God above the visible church.” 

The first of the abuses in matters of faith, here mentioned—“the intru- 
sion of the civil magistrate”—has been thoroughly discussed through all the 
subsequent times, so that the principle involved is now generally under- 
stood. 

But that second abuse—“the arbitrary authority of the church”—has 
not been nearly so much discussed, is very little understood, and is not at all 
recognized in or by anything in this world that claims to be the church. 


Denominationalism. 


The reason for this difference between the discussion of these two great 
abuses, is that While all denominations, in turn and together, have always 
been ready to discuss and oppose the first one named, 

No denomination has ever been willing to discuss the second. 

This because each denomination in tum, has always been ready to 
exercise and enjoy that very abuse. 

Therefore the discussion of this abuse has always fallen to only indi- 
vidual persons who in the very doing of it were distinguished and denounced 
as “heretics,” “schismatics,” “disturbers,” “revolutionists,” and other such 
sort. 

Then when the particular “heresy” had proved successful and gained a 
standing—had developed a denomination—tt in tum fell into the same old 
trail and asserted and exercised the same abuse, instead of any longer dis- 
cussing and denouncing it. 

It is therefore always perfectly proper, and always timely, to discuss that 
great abuse in matters of faith—the arbitrary authority of the church; 

For no greater nor more persistent abuse has ever been inflicted on the 
world. 


-13- 


14 Authority of the Church 


What It Is. 


In order to study and discuss this intelligently, let us first understand the 
terms: 

Authority, is “the right to command and to enforce obedience; the right 
to act by virtue of office, station, or relation.” 

Arbitrary, is “not requlated by fixed rule or law; subject to individual will 
or judgment; exercised according to one’s will or caprice.” 

The synonyms of arbitrary, are: “capricious, unlimited, irresponsible, 
uncontrolled, tyrannical, domineering, imperious, despotic, absolute in power.” 

First, then, as to authority itself: The church professes to be of God and 
to be caring for the people of God. What “authority” then, what right, over 
the people of God, “to command and enforce obedience,” has the church? 

Is the series of God’s commands left unfinished in His Word, and has 
the church “authority” to complete it? 

Is God's revelation as in His Word incomplete, and has the church 
“authority” to perfect it? 

In short, Is Christianity of God by His Word through His Spirit only? Or 
is it of the church by tradition and “commands” of men? 

That is to say, Is Christianity of God? or is it of the papacy? 

These questions are abundantly answered in the Scriptures; and in the 
way that leaves no ground for mistake. 


It Is Forbidden. 


In this answer the first itern is that the Lord Jesus Himself has expressly 
forbidden any exercise of authority by Christians. 

Here is the word: “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise 
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. 

“But it shall not be so among you.”—Matthew 20:25, 

Now when authority is “the right to command and to enforce obedi- 
ence,” and Christ has positively forbidden to Christians any exercise of au- 
thority; 

Then it stands fixed by the word of God that the church is forever 
forbidden all “right to command and to enforce obedience”: is forbidden 
any and all “exercise of authority.” 


The Reason. 


The given reason for this is equally plain; “It shall not be so among you; 
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but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister, and whoso- 
ever will be chief among you, let him be your servant; 

“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

Christians and the churches are not in the world to rule, but only to 
minister: 

Not to command but only to serve: 

Even as their divine Lord came into the world not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister; and this to the extent of giving His very life that men might 
be ransomed to the glorious Liberty of the children of God. 

That is, to the glorious Liberty of loving service. 


Only Servants. 


Secondly: What “right to act by virtue of office, station, or relation” has 
any Christian or any church? 

dust never any at all: because the “office, station, or relation,” of Chris- 
tians and churches is only that of servant. 

And it is never in the province of a servant to reigqn—so long as he is in 
the place and position of a servant. 

The place and position of servant is exactly that of the children of God 
and disciples of Christ—so long as they are in this world. 

It is free service, and freely chosen service—loved and loving service—it 
is true. Yet none the less is it only service. “Ye have been called unto Liberty: 
only use not Liberty as an occasion to the flesh; but by love serve one 
another.” “Through love be servants one to another.” —Galatians 5:13. R. V. 


Usurpation. 


It is not only utterly incongruous therefore, but actually mischievous, 
for any one professing to be a Christian or anything professing to be the 
church—a servant—to assume to command or to exercise authority “by 
virtue of office, station, or relation.” 

For of the “three things” on account of which “the earth is disquieted,” 
and of the “four which it cannot bear,” the very first is “a servant when he 
reigneth.”—Proverbs 30:21, 22. 

And has not the history of the church from Diotrephes to this day, 
demonstrated this divine truth in most wearisome detail? 

For, in all the history of the world, what has more disquieted the earth, 
and what has been harder for it to bear, than the reign of the church wher- 
ever and just to the extent that her reign has been asserted? 
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The only way that any professing to be a Christian or the church can 
ever have in this world any office, station, or relation, other than that of 
servant, is to assume it: which is only to usurp it. 

And this spirit of assumption which is usurpation, by which a man ora 
clique in the church and in the name of “the church” has claimed and 
asserted “office, station, or relation,” “to command and to enforce obedi- 
ence” by the “exercise of authority,” is the spirit of Satan: not of Christ. 

And that is why the rule, the reign, and the authority of the church has 
always been Satanic, and has been denounced by Inspiration as “the mys- 
tery of iniquity.” 


All Are Equal. 


Thirdly: Under the Word of God there is no “fixed rule or law” for the 
“exercise of authority” by Christians or the church, nor is there any room for 
these to act “by virtue of office, station, or relation;” 

Because Christians, and in the church of Christ and of God, all are 


There, there are no masters, nor is there place for any. “Be not ye 
called Rabbi; for One is your Master, even Christ: and all ye are brethren. 

“Neither be ye called masters; for One is your Master, even Christ. But 
he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall 
exalt himself, shall be abased.”—Matthew 23:8-12. 

Therefore, “Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? To his 
own Master he standeth or falleth."—Romans 14:4. 


The One Commander. 


In the presence, and under the Word of Christ the one only God-given 
Commander, what authority can any Christian possibly have to command 
or to legislate for another?—Absolutely none whatever. 

And when no one Christian has any authority ever to command or to 
legislate for another, then what possible authority can any number of these 
have to command or legislate for anybody? 

Of Christ it is written: “Behold J have given Him for . . .a Leader and 
Commander to the people." —Isaiah 55:4. 

There is the One true and only Commander from God, in the things of 
Religion and faith. 

And He is “the Head of The Church, which is His body.” 

In the head, not in the body, nor its members, is the place of intelli- 
gence, judgment, decision, and will. 


Authority of the Church 17 


It is in the Head which is Christ, not in the body which is The Church, 
where is the seat of authority, of intelligence, of decision, and of will. 

Therefore it is the Head only, never the body, who can “command and 
enforce obedience.” 

And this He can do forever by the supreme “virtue of office, station, 
and relation.” For He is “the mighty God,” the sole Sovereign, in and of The 
Church, and in and over “all things to The Church.” 

Therefore “Hear ye Him:” and never have any ear for any other voice 
or word than His. 


The Church Subject. 


On the other hand and in perfect consistency, “The Church is subject 
unto Christ . . . in everything.”"—Ephesians 5:24. 

The Church, then, is subject, not sovereign. 

The Church is servant, not ruler. 

It is hers to obey, not to command. 

To obey Christ, not to command men. 

By the plain word of Christ, as well as by the whole nature, situation, 
and relation of The Church itself, everything claimed or claiming to be the 
church is positively forbidden to “exercise authority.” 


Arbitrary. 


It therefore follows that any exercise of dominion or authority by any 
professed Christian or any professed church, upon or over anybody, in mat- 
ters of faith, is in itself arbitrary authority. 

Every such exercise is only by the usurped “authority” of the will or 
caprice, or both, of some individual or collection of individuals in the church 
and in the name of “the church;” and in every possible feature is arbitrary 
only. 

And all the history demonstrates that it is arbitrary in the full sense and 
meaning of the word, with all its synonyms. 

That enormous and blasphemous abuse “of man in matters of faith,” 

The Religious Liberty that is Christian, 

The Religious Liberty that is Reformation, 

And the Religious liberty that is American, 

Forever opposes: thank the Lord. 


Authority In The Church 


*While there is no such thing as authority of any church, there is au- 
thority in the Church of Christ. This authority is in Christ's Church because 
He, by His divine Spirit, is in His Church. The authority in the Church, 
therefore, is the authority of the living God, in the living Christ, by the living 
Spirit, through the living Word of Truth. 

“All authority is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations. . . . And, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit.” Thus, and thus only, is there any authority even in 
the Church. And this authority in the church, never, in any way, becomes 
the authority of the Church, but is always the authority solely of Him who is 
the Head and Life of the Church, who dwells in the Church by His divine 
Spirit, and to whom alone is given all authority in heaven and earth. It is He 
alone who exercises this authority that is given to Him alone and that is His 
own. See Acts 3:12, 13; 4:10; 5:3-6; 9-11; 13:2-4; 16:6-10. 

Therefore, in the Church, position, office, or place never gives any au- 
thority. The Lord Jesus, the Creator of the worlds, the Author of life, and 
the Fountain of revelation, when He came to this world came only to His 
own; yet He had no position, office, nor place. He was held aloof, ostra- 
cized, denounced, and cast out by those who did hold all the positions, 
offices, and places, in the Church of His time. The Pharisees, the priests, 
the scribes, the lawyers, the hypocrites, had position, office, and place. 
They were all ambitious for the highest place. They held position and office, 
and could lord it over Him, and summon Him, and demand of Him, and sit 
in judgment on Him. All this they could do because of position and office in 
the Church; but where was their authority to do any of it?—Simply nowhere 
at all. It was all only arrogance, usurpation, and arbitrariness. 

Therefore Jesus told the people, “The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' 
seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do”— 
because, as they sat in Moses’ seat they read to the people the word of God 
which Moses had written. That was the word of God and by whomsoever it 
might be spoken or read it was authoritative and to be obeyed. But “do not 
ye after their works: for they say, and do not.” With Moses in the seat there 
was authority from the seat; because God was with Moses, and God's Spirit 
was in him. But with a Pharisee or a scribe of that time in Moses" seat, there 
was no authority from the seat nor otherwise except only in the word which 
the man might read to the people, and which, because of his hypocrisy and 
selfish ambition, was altogether apart from him. 


ig. 
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But as to Jesus, who had no position, office, nor place, they all “won- 
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth.” And why?— 
Ah: “He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” All 
that the scribes could speak was borrowed, and everybody could know that 
it was borrowed; it was empty and alone so far as concemed any connec- 
tion of their lives or spirits with it. But when Jesus spoke even the same 
words that the scribes and Pharisees had spoken, everybody knew that what 
He said was not borrowed, but was of His very soul; was not empty, but was 
very substance; they knew that that word lived in Him, that His spirit and 
the Spirit of the Word were one, and that He Himself was the veritable 
expression of the word which He spake. When the word of the Scriptures 
was read or spoken by Him, there was in it a weight and meaning that 
caused it to fall impressively upon the ears and hearts of all who heard. 

Thus though Jesus had neither position, nor office, nor any place, He 
had authority; and the people recognized it. And the scribes, the Pharisees, 
the priests, and the lawyers, who had position, office, and place, also recog- 
nized it, and grew so jealous of Him that they could not endure Him any 
longer lest they lose their place; “all the world is gone after Him,” we must 
get rid of Him to save our place. “If we let Him thus alone, all men will 
believe on Him and the Romans shall come, and take away both our place 
and nation.” 

But where lay Jesus's authority, when He had no position, nor office, 
nor any place?—It lay just where true authority always lies—in the truth 
which He preached from God, and the sincerity and purity of mind and 
heart with which he received and preached that truth. 

All true and right authority of any man in the Church comes to him 
only in the truth of God which he receives. If it were possible to find a man 
in this world who had as much of the truth of God as has Christ in him, we 
should find one who had all power in Heaven and earth, because of His 
having all the truth in Heaven and earth. The measure of truth that a man 
has is the only measure of true authority that he has, wherever he may be. 
And if he be in the highest place of responsibility in any church in the world, 
if he has no truth, he has no authority. 

Therefore Jesus said, “The princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall 
not be so among you.” God has never given to any man in His Church 
authority to exercise authority. That is the difference between the princes of 
this world and the princes of God; for Christians are princes of God. God 
calls and sends His princes to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers, elders, deacons, etc. He clothes them with authority in giving to 
them His own truth and His own call and commission to speak it, and His 
own personal presence by His own Spirit. He sends them to speak with all 
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the authority of the conviction of the divine truth, of the heavenly commis- 
sion, and of his personal presence. (Acts 18:9, 10; 2 Timothy 4:1, 2). But the 
“exercise” of authority rests wholly with Him whose alone the authority is, 
and who is ever with the one whom He sends. John 8:29; 20:21, 22; 3:24, 
The princes of this world in places of authority, but without true authority, 
exercise authority. The princes of God having true authority never exercise 
authority. That belongs—and the princes of God are ever happy to leave it 
just where it belongs—to Him to whom it is given, and whose only it is. 

Again let it be said, position, office, or place never gives authority. 
Authority that a man already has from God will qualify him for the place or 
position to which God calls him. And if he has not that authority before he 
enters upon the office, then he has no authority in the office. The view that 
place or office gives authority is precisely the principle of papal infallibility. 
The principle of Christianity is that God clothes men with authority, and 
whether they have any place or not, they have authority. And “a mans gift” 
always “maketh room for him.” 

But be ye not called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all 
ye are brethren. 


*This article, though not originally in ECUMENICAL NEWS, was delivered 
by the author of this book, in the Medical Missionary, July 24, 1907. This 
article so compliments the above subject, that it is inserted here. 


“Hyphenated Citizenship.” 


Lately in the public press of the United States much has been said on 
the “hyphenated citizenship,” “double allegiance,” &c., of professed citi- 
zens of the United States. 

The claim, or even only the suspicion of claim, of any double alle- 
giance, has caused much discussion and no little trouble. It was this that 
brought from the President the most vigorous expressions that he has used 
on any subject. 

This “hyphenated citizenship,” or double allegiance, idea, springs from 

the fact of a person's having been born in another country and then having 
come to this country and made application for admittance to citizenship 
here, and having duly taken the oath of citizenship and allegiance to this 
country, 
And then still holding such sympathy and fellowship with the country 
from which he came, and which he had by oath renounced, as to be willing 
to support that country to the jeopardy of the peace and true interests of this 
country. 

Here is a copy of an actual Certificate of Naturalization in the case of 
the gentleman whose initials it bears: 

“This is to certify, etc., that I—B—‘on being admitted to citizenship by 
this court, took the oath to support the Constitution of the United States of 
America, and that he then did absolutely and forever renounce and abjure 
all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, State, or sover- 
eignty whatsoever, and particularly to the emperor of . etc., etc.” 

It is insisted that when a man has made such an oath as that, upon his 
own voluntary application and free choice, and by it has obtained citizen- 
ship of the United States, then if he allows any favor at all towards his 
former sovereignty to influence him, he is unfaithful to the United States 
and to his citizenship here: 

That any such favor proves that his petition for citizenship here, and his 
entering upon this citizenship under that oath, was not sincere; but that he 
was actuated by ulterior motive, and from the beginning was playing double, and 


a) 
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seeking citizenship of this country only for greater advantage to himself in 
the service of his former country and sovereign. 
And certainly such argument is sound, and such contention well 


Now with all that matter as relates to citizenship of the United States or 
of other earthly countries, this paper and this article has nothing at all to do. 


Christian Citizenship. 


But there is much being said of Christian citizenship and Christian alle- 
giance; and the inquiry is both pertinent and timely.— 

Are any professed Christians trying to run a “hyphenated citizenship” 
and double allegiance, after the manner of that which is so much suspected 
and denounced, and that is making so much trouble in professed citizens of 
the United States? 

There is such a thing as Christian naturalization, or adoption. And here 
is the story of it: 

Remember that ye were without Christ, being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world. 

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ. 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners; but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.—Ephesians 2:11-13, 
19. 

That is the word of God to every person in the world who has taken the 
name or title of Christian. 

In a person's becoming a citizen of the commonwealth of Israel, and a 
fellow-citizen with the saint's, then— 

On the part of the Sovereign of that commonwealth it is expected, 

And on the part of the Christian the very name and profession says, 

That on being admitted to this citizenship he then did absolutely and 
forever renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, 
potentate, State, or sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly to the “prince 
and god of this world.” 

Now Brother Christian, upon your entry into citizenship of the com- 
monwealth of Israel did you make that renunciation? 

If not, then are not you running a “hyphenated citizenship” and a double 
allegiance? 

And are not you justly liable to suspicion of insincerity and ulterior 
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motive, and of entering the profession of the newer citizenship for personal 
advantage and with a readiness to use it to the jeopardy of the peace and 
true interests of the commonwealth of Israel? 

In the affairs of this world only, and in the matters only of citizenship of 
earthly countries, when men who so act are subject to suspicion and execra- 
tion, 
How much more must it be so as to men who so act in the affairs of the 
world to come, and in the matter of citizenship of the heavenly country? 


Is It Worth. 


Brother Christian, do you recognize and hold that citizenship of the 
commonwealth of Israel is as real and of as much worth as every natural- 
ized person must count citizenship of an earthly commonwealth? 

Do you count fellow-citizenship with the saints, of as much value as 
every alien from the United States must count fellow-citizenship with sin- 
ners? 

In truth and in fact, is citizenship of the commonwealth of Israel of as 
much value as is citizenship of an earthly commonwealth? 

In truth and in fact, is fellow-citizenship with the saints, of as much 
worth as is fellow-citizenship with sinners? 

Is the heavenly citizenship as real as is the earthly? or is it a myth? 

If citizenship in heaven, 

Is it sufficient substance to be worthy of an allegiance? or is it a blank? 

If citizenship in heaven, 

If citizenship of the commonwealth of Israel, 

If fellow-citizenship with the saints, 

If to be of the household of God— 

If all of this be indeed a reality, and as valuable as citizenship of an 
earthly country, 

Then, in order to be a citizen of that heavenly commonwealth, it is 
justly demanded and most highly becoming that every applicant for admit- 
tance to this citizenship, 

Shall “absolutely and forever renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, State, or sovereignty whatsoever 
and particularly to the prince and god of this world.” 

And if this is not done, what then? 

If that renunciation and abjuration is not completely and sincerely made, 
certainly there is attempted a double allegiance, a “hyphenated citizen- 
ship.” 
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Double Allegiance. 


But can a double allegiance be maintained? 

A double allegiance is a divided allegiance: and will a divided allegiance 
even be accepted? 

Remember that this citizenship with its allegiance is altogether of the 
heart, and the spirit. 

The Sovereign of this commonwealth searches the heart, tries the con- 
science, and looks us through and through. 

No earthly commonwealth would for a moment accept a divided alle- 
giance in any person's thought, if it could be known. 

But here is a commonwealth whose Sovereign knows the most secret 
thought of every heart, even “afar off.” 

How, then, can it possibly be supposed that in this citizenship there can 
be any mental compromise or reservation that could be the spring of a 
divided allegiance? 

Therefore the deeper question is, Can there be in this citizenship in any 
sense any such thing as a double allegiance? 

For all people and for all time, the answer to this question was given 
long ago by the Sovereign of this very commonwealth and citizenship: 

“No man can serve two masters.” 

No allegiance can be double. To be true it must always be single. And 
here above all other places it must be all one thing or all the other. 

Therefore, Brother Christian, is yours the true Christian citizenship? or 
is there ground for a suspicion that it may be a “hyphenated citizenship?” 

Is your allegiance true? or is it a double allegiance? 


The “Hyphenated.” 


All of these churches, federation of churches, and combinations of the 
many kinds of professed Christians, that are trying constantly and so hard 
to possess the power and control the course of the governments of this 
world where they are, instead of absolutely and forever renouncing and 
abjuring all allegiance and fidelity to all of them—what are all these but 
“hyphenated citizenships” and “double allegiance?” 

They are neither true to the Sovereignty of God in Christ, nor to the 
sovereignties of this world. 

And in the awkward but continuous straddling between the two, and 
the always blundering endeavor to be both, they entail such evils as to make 
mankind moum, angles weep, and devils dance. 


* * * * * * * * 


The Church of The Reformation 


To know what is The Church of the Reformers, and therefore of The 
Reformation, is important to every one who would understand the religious 
currents and tides of the present time. 

To restore the apostolic pattern of Christianity, and to renew all things 
according to the primitive order, was the sole aim of every man whose 
preaching made The Reformation. 

This inevitably caused the question as to what is The Church, to be 
fundamental in that epoch-making movement. 

And it is a remarkable fact that, however widely they may be separated 
as to distance and time, all of the men who were the Reformers held exactly 
the same views on The Church: as also those who have continued The 
Reformation. 

Wycliffe, “the morning star of The Reformation,” wrote: 

“There is one only universal Church: consisting of the whole body of the 
predestinate.” 

“All who shall be saved in the bliss of heaven are members of Holy 
Church, and no more.” 

Matthias of Janow, in Bohemia, ten years contemporary with Wycliffe, 
wrote: 
“The Church is the body of Christ, the community of the elect.” 

“All Christians who possess the Spirit of Jesus the Crucified, and who 
are impelled by the same Spirit, and who alone have not departed from 
their God, are the one Church of Christ: His beautiful bride, His body." 

“The Body of the omnipotent and altogether indivisible Jesus Christ, 
the community of saints, is not divided, neither indeed can be divided. 

“It is Jesus Christ Himself, who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
ever dwells in His Church and in each most insignificant portion of it: hold- 
ing together, vitalizing, sustaining, the whole and all its parts.” 

John Huss was burt at the stake for this truth of The Church. And 
this is what he held— 

“Two righteous persons congregated together in Christ's name consti- 
tute, with Christ as the Head, a particular holy church: and likewise three or 
four, and so on to the whole number of the predestinate without admixture. 


" "But the holy catholic—that is, universal—Church, is the totality of the 
predestinate—all the predestinate in the universe: all the predestinate, present, 
past, and future.” 

-25- 
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“The universal Church is one, praising God from the beginning of the 
world to the end. 

“The holy angels are part of the holy catholic Church. . . . 

“The holy Church is made up of two parts: those who have not sinned, 
and those who have ceased to sin. 

“The catholic Church is the bride of our Lord Jesus Christ—bride, I say, 
chaste, incorrupt, and never capable of being corrupted. 

“Christ is the Individual, the true God and man, imparting spiritual life 
and motion to The Church and every one of its members, and without 
whose influence it could not live or feel. 

“Christ alone is the Head of the universal Church, which Church is not 
a part of anything else. 

“Christ is the Head of the universal Church, and of every particular church.” 

A hundred years after the buming of Huss, almost at the beginning of 
Luther's career as heretic and Reformer, attempt was made by Doctor Eck 
to prejudice his whole standing by insinuating that his doctrines were akin to 
those of the Bohemians. 

Luther replied: 

“Certain of the tenets of John Huss and the Bohemians are perfectly 
orthodox. This much is certain. 

“For instance, ‘that there is not only one universal Church;’ and again, 
‘that it is necessary to salvation to believe the Roman church superior to all 
others.” 

“Whether Wycliffe or Huss has said it, | care not. It is the truth.” 

Also: “There is no other Church than the assembly of those who have 
the Word of God and are purified by it.” 

Zwingle: 

“In every nation, whosoever believeth with the heart in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is saved. This is The Church out of which no man can be saved. 

“The Church universal is diffused over the whole world wherever there is 
faith in Jesus Christ—in the Indies as well as in Zurich. 

“And as for particular churches, we have them—at Berne, at 
Shaffhausen, here also. 

“But the Popes, their cardinals, and their councils, are neither the Church 
universal, nor the church particular.” 

Hooper, of England, who was burnt at the stake in 1555: 

= general assembly and Church of the First-born, which are written 
in heaven.’ 

“I believe and confess one only catholic and universal Church: which is 
an holy congregation of believers, which are chosen and predestinate unto 
everlasting life before the foundations of the world were laid. 

“I believe that this Church is invisible to the eye of man, and is only to 
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God known; and that the same Church is not set, compassed, and limited, 
within a certain place of bounds, but is scattered and spread abroad through- 
out all the world: but yet coupled together in heart, will, and spirit, by the 
bond of faith and charity. 

“L believe that this invisible Church is the field of the Lord God, wherein 
is neither damel nor cockle. 

“It is the house and dwelling-place of the Holy Ghost; and within that 
Church is neither Cain, Judas, neither the wicked rich glutton. 

“The same Church is the body of Christ wherein there is never a rotten, 
cortupt, or infected member. 

“It is the spouse of Christ, which is pure and clean, without wrinkle and 
without spot. 

“Itis holy and without blame, cleansed and sanctified in the blood and 
by the Word of her Head and well-beloved Spouse—Jesus Christ.” 

John Wesley: 

“As where two or three are met together in His name, there is Christ; so 
where two or three believers are met together, there is a church. 

“Thus it is that St. Paul, writing to Philemon, mentions ‘the church 
which is in his house,’ plainly signifying that even a Christian family be 
termed a church. 

“Several of those whom God hath called out (so the original word 
properly signified), uniting together in one congregation, formed a larger 
church: as the church at Jerusalem. That is, all those in Jerusalem whom 
God had so called. 

“He frequently uses the word in the plural number. So, Galatians 1:2, 
‘Paul an apostle. . . unto the churches of Galatia’: that is. the Christian 
congregations dispersed throughout that country. 

“There is one God and Father of all ‘that have the Spirit of adoption 
which crieth in their hearts, Abba Father’ which ‘witnesseth’ continually 
‘with their spirits’ that ‘they are the children of God’ ‘who is above all’— 
pervading all space, filling heaven and earth; ‘and in you all'—in a peculiar 
manner living in you that are one body by one Spirit: 


“Making your souls His loved abode, 
The temples of indwelling God.” 


“Here, then, is a clear unexceptionable answer to that question, What 
is The Church?—The catholic or universal Church is all the persons in the 
universe whom God hath so called out of the world as to entitle them to the 
preceding character: 

“As to be ‘one body,’ united by ‘one Spirit, having ‘one faith,’ one 
hope, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
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all, and in them all.” 

“Certainly if these things are so, the church of Rome is not so much as 
a part of the catholic Church.” 

William Miller of the great Advent movement: 

“| should oppose our being called, in an associated capacity, a church 
with any name. 

“To call any denomination the Advent Church, the Church of God, or 
any other name, | regard as contrary to the usage of the apostles . . . 

“A church, according to the Scriptures, is a religious assembly, selected 
and called out of the world, by the doctrine of the Gospel, to worship the 
true God according to His Word. 

“The Church must include all the elect of God, of what nation soever, 
from the beginning to the end of the world, who make but one body, whereof 
Christ is the Head. . . . 

“Is it asked, Do you repudiate the name of Adventists? In reply, J do, 
when it is applied to The Church; but not when it is applied to those who 
compose The Church.” 

“We have recently, my brethren, been quilty of raising up a sect of our 
own, The very things which our fathers did when they became sects, we 
have been doing. We have, like them, cried Babylon! Babylon! Babylon! 
against all but Adventists.” 

And the original Seventh-day Adventists, thus: 

“While Israel obeyed God, He defended and blessed them; but when 
they desired a king like the surrounding nations, and said, “Give us a king,” 
God departed from them, or suffered them to follow their own wisdom: and 
the result was, a yoke was laid upon their necks by their king, who was given 
to them “in wrath and taken away in anger.” 

“While the primitive church stood upon the foundation laid by Christ, 
obeyed His law, and followed Him, they were humble, prosperous, and 


“But when they began to lay other foundations, adopt other laws, and 
follow other leaders, the glory departed from them: they committed fomica- 
tion with the kings of the earth, and soon constituted the ‘mother’ whom 
John saw seated on the scarlet colored beast, drunk with the blood of the 
saints. 

“While the seceding sects were young, humble, and submitted to Christ 
and His word, they were blessed, and proved a blessing to The Church and 
the world. 

“But when they patterned after the “mother of harlots,” they, like her, 
“committed formication,” and became identified with mystery Babylon, that 
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

“From this fallen city, brethren, we have fled, in obedience to the com- 
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mand, “Come out of her.” Let us not go back to her polluted temples, nor 
build one of our own after any of her patterns. 

“Obey Christ and His word, and you have nothing to fear. But if you 
depart from Him, like the examples before us, He will cast us off forever.” 

“Finally, we object to the doings of the Albany Conference, because the 
proceedings as a whole, look like forming a new sect, under a sectarian 
name, instead of coming to the order of the New Testament, under the 
name there given to the true Church. 

“It looks like laying plans of our own devising, when we have in our 
possession the perfect economy of the Lord, by which we should be guided, 
and when we profess to be looking for His coming every hour. 

“Can we for one moment suppose it is a time now to be fixing up a 
creed for years, or even months, to come? Is this our faith? O | cannot, | 
cannot—I must not, 

“What! the advent people have a creed? 

“What! the advent people organize into a sect? 

“O, brethren, do let us be consistent. 

“Did not our enemies tell us that after the time passed—f it did pass— 
we should organize into a sect? What did we answer them? 

“You who are disposed to organize and have a creed, answer it. 

“Let us remember three things, and overcome them. 

“1. The beast. 

“2. His mark. 

“3. The number of his name. 

“Here is the patience and faith of the saints. Let the Gentile princes 
exercise their dictation; but /et us not be so."—Advent Review, 1850: pub- 
lished by Hiram Edson, David Arnold, Geo. W. Holt, Samuel W. Rhodes, 
and James White; and the particular article from which this is taken, is 
signed with the initial “W." 

Thus, from the beginning of The Reformation unto the present day, 
from the first to the latest of the Reformers, each and every step in the 
advancement of The Reformation has been taken in that fundamental Chris- 
tian truth of The Church of the Bible. 

No Reformer in all the noble list ever even thought of forming or “orga- 
nizing” a sect or denomination as “The Church;” and when any others 
thought of such a thing, it was instantly repudiated as of the same old spirit 
and thing which they had escaped and of which he knew that the world had 
had enough. 

Each one of the Reformers was a Christian, the eyes of his understand- 
ing being enlightened, so that he knew The Church of the living God, And 
that true and living Church, in its heavenly connections and with its heav- 
enly blessings and joys, was his perpetual joy. 

John Wesley's good word to an assembly of Methodists is equally true 
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of the purpose of all the others: 

“Ye are a new phenomenon in the earth—a body of people who, being 
of no sect or party, are friends to all parties; and endeavor to forward all in 
heart religion, in the knowledge and love of God and man.” 

Such is The Church of The Reformation. And it is the very idea of The 
Church of the Bible and of God—“The Church which is His body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all;” and so The Church that is “entirely the 
whole,” that is “universal in reach,” and that is “comprehending all.” 

And The Reformation is not yet finished. 

And so The Church of The Reformation and of the Bible, also is not yet 
finished. It liveth, as sure as our Maker liveth. 

And it will continue to live, and to be revealed more and more, unto its 
consummation in the finishing of the Mystery of God; when He presents it 
to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but holy and without blemish.—Ephesians 6:25-27. 
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The True Church 


Do you belong to the one true Church; to the Church outside of which 
there is no salvation? | do not ask where you go on Sunday; | only ask, “Do 
you belong to the one true Church?” 

Where is this one true Church? What is this one true Church like? What 
are the marks by which this one true Church may be known? You may well 
ask such questions. Give me your attention, and | will provide you with 
some answers. 


How Composed 


The one true Church is composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is 
made up of all God's elect—of all converted men and women—of all true 
Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of God the Father, 
the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work of God the 
Spirit, in that person we see a member of Christ's true Church. 

It is a Church of which all the members have the same marks. They are 
all born of the Spirit; they all possess “repentance towards God, faith to- 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ,” and holiness of life and conversation. They all 
hate sin, and they all love Christ. They worship differently and after various 
fashions; some worship with a form of prayer, and some with none; some 
worship kneeling, and some standing; but they all worship with one heart. 
They are all led by one Spirit; they all build upon one foundation; they all 
draw their religion from one single book—that is the Bible. They are all 
joined to one great center—that is Jesus Christ. They all even now can say 
with one heart, “Hallelujah;” and they can all respond with one heart and 
voice, “Amen and Amen,” 


Not Dependent On Men 


It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon earth, how- 
ever much it values those who teach the Gospel to its members. The life of 
its members does not hang upon church-membership, and baptism, and 
the Lord's Supper—although they highly value these things, when they are 
to be had. But it has only one great Head—one Shepherd, one chief Bishop— 
and that is Jesus Christ. He alone, by His Spirit, admits the members of this 
Church, though ministers may show the door. Till He opens the door no 
man on earth can open it—neither bishops, nor presbyters, nor convoca- 
tions, nor synods, 
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Once let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and that moment he 
becomes a member of this Church. Like the penitent thief, he may have no 
opportunity of being baptized; but he has that which is far better than any 
water-baptism—the baptism of the Spirit. He may not be able to receive the 
bread and wine in the Lord's Supper; but he eats Christ's body and drinks 
Christ's blood by faith every day he lives, and no minister on earth can 
prevent him. He may be excommunicated by ordained men, and cut off 
from the outward ordinances of the professing Church; but all the ordained 
men in the world cannot shut him out of the true Church. 


Not On Forms 


It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, ceremonies, 
cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, fonts, vestments, organs, endow- 
ments, money, kings, governments, magistrates, or any act of favor whatso- 
ever from the hand of man. It has often lived on and continued when all 
these things had been taken from it; it has often been driven into the wilder- 
ness or into dens and caves of the earth, by those who ought to have been 
its friends. Its existence depends on nothing but the presence of Christ and 
His Spirit; and they being ever with it, the Church cannot die. 

This is the Church to which the Scriptural titles of present honor and 
privilege, and the promises of future glory, especially belong; this is the body 
of Christ; this is the flock of Christ; this is the household of faith and the 
family of God; this is God's building, God's foundation, and the temple of 
the Holy Ghost. This is the Church of the First-bom, whose names are 
written in heaven; this is the royal priesthood, the chosen generation, the 
peculiar people, the purchased possession, the habitation of God, the light 
of the world, the salt and the wheat of the earth; this is the “Holy Catholic 
Church” of the Apostle’s Creed; this is the “One Catholic and Apostolic 
Church” of the Nicene Creed: this is that Church to which the Lord Jesus 
promises, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it,” and to which He 
says, “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 
16:18; 28:20). 


The Only Church 


This is the only Church which possesses true unity. Its members are 
entirely agreed on all the weightier matters of religion, for they are all taught 
by one Spirit. About God, and Christ, and the Spirit, and sin, and their own 
hearts, and faith, and repentance, and necessity of holiness, and the value 
of the Bible, and the importance of prayer, and the resurrection, and judg- 
ment to come—about all these points they are of one mind. Take three or 
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four of them, strangers to one another, from the remotest corners of the 
earth; examine them separately on these points; you will find them all of 
one judgment. 

This is the only Church which possesses true sanctity. Its members are 
all holy. They are not merely holy by profession, holy in name, and holy in 
the judgment of charity; they are all holy in act, and deed, and reality, and 
life, and truth. They are all more or less conformed to the image of Jesus 
Christ. No unholy man belongs to this Church. 

This is the only Church which is truly catholic. It is not the Church of 
any one nation or people; its members are to be found in every part of the 
world where the Gospel Is received and believed. It is not confined within the 
limits of any one country, or pent up within the pale of any particular forms 
or outward government. In it there is no difference between Jew and Greek, 
black man and white, Episcopalian and Presbyterian—but faith in Christ is 
all. Its members will be gathered from north, and south, and east, and west, 
in the last day, and will be of every name and tonque—but all one in Jesus 
Christ. 

This is the only Church which is certain to endure unto the end. Nothing 
can altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its members may be persecuted, 
oppressed, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned; but the true Church is 
never altogether extinguished; it rises again from its afflictions; it lives on 
through fire and water. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the Neros, the bloody 
Marys, have labored in vain to put down this Church; they slay their thou- 
sands, and then pass away and go to their own place. The true Church 
outlives them all and sees them buried each in his tum. It is an anvil that 
has broken many a hammer in this world, and will break many a hammer 
still; it is a bush which, often burning, yet is not consumed. 


The Little Flock. 


This is the Church which does the work of Christ upon earth. Its mem- 
bers are a little flock and few in number, compared with the children of the 
world; one or two here, and two or three there. But these are they who 
shake the universe; these are they who change the fortunes of kingdoms by 
their prayers; these are they who are the active workers for spreading the 
knowledge of pure religion and undefiled; these are the lifeblood of a coun- 
try, the shield, the defense, the stay and the support of any nation to which 
they belong. 

This is the Church which shall be tnily glorious al the end. When all 
earthly glory is passed away then shall thin Church be presented without 
spot before God the Father's throne. ‘Thrones, principalities, and powers 
upon earth shall come to nothing; bul the Church of the Fint-born shall 
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shine as the stars at the last, and be presented with joy before the Father's 
throne, in the day of Christ's appearing. When the Lord's jewels are made 
up, and the manifestation of the sons of God takes place, one Church only 
will be named, and that is the Church of the elect. 


The Only True. 


Reader, this is the true Church to which a man must belong, if he would 
be saved. Till you belong to this, you are nothing better than a lost soul. You 
may have countless outward privileges; you may enjoy great light, and knowl- 
edge—but if you do not belong to the body of Christ, your light, and know!- 
edge, and privileges, will not save your soul. Men fancy if they join this 
church or that church, and become communicants, and go through certain 
forms, that all must be right with their souls. All were not Israel who were 
called Israel, and all are not members of Christ's body who profess them- 
selves Christians. Take notice, you may be a staunch Episcopalian, or Pres- 
byterian, or Independent, or Baptist, or Wesleyan, or Plymouth Brother— 
and yet not belong to the true Church. And if you do not, it will be better at 
last if you had never been bom. 

That good truth of the True Church was written by the late Bishop Ryle 
of the church of England. 

So long as he remained of the church of England, and would draw 
people to the church of England, and would conform to the church of 
England, and would teach and practice the forms and mummeries of the 
church of England, and would promote the claims and interests of the church 
of England above all, he could hold and publish that truth of The True 
Church. 

But if he had become of that True Church only, and had preached the 
merits the good and the glories of that True Church only, and had drawn 
people to that True Church only, and had conformed to that True Church 
only, and had promoted the interests of that True Church only, he would 
have been excluded and denounced and persecuted as a most dangerous 
and revolutionary heretic: and this not only by the church of England but by 
every other denominational “church.” 

Thus it has always been, and thus it always is, That is the whole story of 
The Reformation. It is the story of true Christianity—of persecuted and torn 
and afflicted and tormented Christianity—all through the ages. 

The one thing above all that Satan is most determined upon is that The 
True Church shall never be known for herself only, and shall never stand for 
herself only; but that a fraud and an imposture shall always stand and be 
exalted as “the church.” 
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The truth is that so far as this would or anything in it can go. The True 
Church as described by Bishop Ryle is indeed and only The True Church. It 
is the only thing that can ever rightly be called The Church at all. 

However, that True Church in truth and as a whole is as much greater 
and grander than only as in this world, as the boundless universe of God is 
greater and grander than just this speck of a world itself. 

And when this truth of The True Church is once grasped, everything else 
that can ever be claimed or presented as “the church” instantly appears as 
a sheer Satanic fraud and imposture. And the greater the claim and success 
of such thing as “the church,” only the greater is the success of the Satanic 
invention and ingenuity to hide from men and the world The True Church. 

The True Church is “The Church of the Living God:” nota humanisticalish 
contrivance of dying men. 

The True Church is “the universal assembly and congregation of the 
The First bom who are written, registered, enrolled in the Book of Life in 
Heaven:” not a 1x0 or a 2x5 or a 7x9 ecclesiastical structure composed of a 
once-bom people who are enrolled only in a book of paper in the earth. 

The True Church is that infinite conception of the eternal purpose of 
God which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: so vast in its wonderful 
and glorious infinity, that just by being Head of this Church alone the Lord 
Jesus “in all things has the pre-eminence.” 

The True Church is “the fulness of Him who filleth all in all:” the full 
revelation of the many fold—“the variegated"”—glory of God, as the rain- 
bow is of the sun. 

By the false church of the mystery of iniquity, this True Church of the 
Mystery of God has “been hid from ages and generations; but now it is 
being made manifest to His saints, to whom God would make known what 
is the riches of the glory of this Mystery.” 

And now is the time. “I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, 
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed; 
and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve that thou mayest see.” 
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CHRISTIAN FACT 


The following item of experiences of the Disciples of Christ—Christian 
Standard—is equally true of every other Christian people that has arisen. 

“Isn't it a mystery that Christians never can learn that “ecclesiastical 
organization” is destruction of Christian efficiency? 

“During the active ministry of Alexander Campbell and his coadjutors, 
the churches of Christ in America were without a vestige of ecclesiastical 
organization, and for the most part, without any general co-operative agen- 
cies or enterprises calling for universal and united effort. 

“Yet, during that period they surpassed all the Protestant denomina- 
tions in their rate of multiplication, increase in membership, impress and 
influence on the religious world, and growth in public favor. 

“An astonishing fact—and one even more astonishing—is that, without 
an ecclesiastical “standard of faith,” and without any Episcopal supervi- 
sion, these churches were more homogeneous in faith and practice, and 
more indissolubly united, than any of the denominations which relied upon 
these things to insure their own unity. 

“The violent agitation of the slavery question, culminating in the Civil 
War, occurred in this period. During these trying times, while ecclesiastical 
bodies were being splintered to fragments, the churches of Christ main- 
tained their unity of faith and practice, and of fellowship; and as soon as 
military hindrances were removed went on their way as one body actuated 
by the one Spirit. It was because they clung tenaciously to the one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism and one God and Father of all. But how were they 
enabled to do this? 

“It was primarily because they accepted and followed the Scriptures as 
the all-authoritative, all-sufficient, rule of faith and practice. Where the Scrip- 
tures spake, they spoke. There was no observance of an interdenomina- 
tional “truce of God,” lest their “religious neighbors” should be disturbed in 
their sanctified errors and comfortable practices.” 
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